
 
SUNDAY MASS 

9:30 a.m.    
(Church &  

On-line) 
 

 

DAILY MASS 
Monday - Friday 

7:30 a.m.  
(Rectory &  

On-line)  
 

 
 

OFFICE 
HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
9:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCATION 
2907 South Wabash  

Chicago, IL 60616 
 

 
CONTACT 

312-842-1919 (office) 
312-842-3612 (fax) 

www.stjameswabash.org 

 

 

 

 

Saint James Church is 

staffed by the priests  

and brothers of the  

Missionary Servants of 

the Most Holy Trinity 

DECEMBER 24, 2023 

 

 
 

St. James Roman Catholic Church,  
a diverse community rooted in vibrant 

Eucharistic Liturgy, serves those in need 
in partnership with others. 



ON THE WAY…. 

ST. JAMES  ∙  CHICAGO  

 

Sun      

12/24 4th Sunday Of Advent 

Christmas Even 

 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
† 

6:30 p.m. 

Mass (Presentation Hall & On-line) 

https://zoom.us/j/622647147 

Passcode: SJSUNDAY (57935957) 

Louis Marano by Mena Marano  

Christmas Eve (Church On-line) 

Mon 
12/25 

9:30 a.m. 

:† 

 

Christmas Day (Chapel & On-line) 

Louis Marano and Ralph Garafolo by 

Mena Marano  

Tues 

12/26 
7:30 a.m. Mass (Chapel & On-line) 

Wed 

12/27 
7:30 a.m. Mass (Chapel & On-line) 

Thurs 

12/28 
7:30 a.m. Mass (Chapel & On-line) 

Fri 

12/29 
7:30 a.m. 

† 
Mass (Chapel & On-line) 

Noel Cusack by Sister Bernadette 

Eaton, CSJ 

Sun     

12/31 The Holy Family 

 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
† 

 

11:00 a.m. 

 

Mass (Presentation Hall & On-line) 

https://zoom.us/j/622647147 

Passcode: SJSUNDAY (57935957) 

 Dr. Doris Jean Turner by Amy 

Pellettiere  

New Year’s Eve Brunch (Church 

Basement) 

May the grace 

and peace of 

the Holy Spirit 

be with us 

forever. 
 

This year we celebrate the shortest Advent possible – only twenty-

two days. Right after the Fourth Sunday of Advent Darren, Dan and 

crew will transform the Church for the celebration of Christmas 

Eve. There is an ancient tradition that celebrates Christmas Eve (it 

used to be Midnight Mass) since, according to St. Luke, Jesus was 

born during the night watch of the shepherds. This is not just a 

historical detail but has symbolic significance as well. Night in the 

ancient world (before electricity and argon street lamps and neon 

signs) was uncertain and dangerous. St. Paul, for example, 

instructed us to walk as “children of the light” since night can be the 

domain of dark forces that threaten human existence. Jesus being 

born at night demonstrated his dominion over powers which 

threaten us. 
 

There is another aspect of night as well. Night is the time of silence 

and waiting. During sleep at night we replenish our strength to 

prepare for another day. Night is the time of dreams, and in the 

Bible, dreams can come as revelation from God. Jesus is portrayed 

in the gospels as spending the night in prayer as the best time to 

converse with God undistracted by the stuff of the world. The 

Psalmist says “Yours is the day, yours also is the night” (Psalm 

74:16). So the night has both negative and positive aspects in the 

Bible. Night is looked upon as the time of possibility – but the 

outcome of a possibility that is ambiguous. 
 

Probably the most popular Christmas Carol is “Silent Night, Holy 

Night.” Though originally written in German the song has been 

translated so every corner of the world sings it. In doing so we 

capture the possibility that is present in this child born at night. The 

Bible tells us the birth of Jesus took place at night it does not report 

the date.  December 25th was chosen as the date for Christmas. The 

first official mention of December 25 as a holiday honoring Jesus’ 

birthday appears in an early Roman calendar from AD 336. Church 

officials wanted the date to coincide with existing pagan festivals to 

show the superiority of Christianity over their religion. Coming as it 

did during the shortest days in the northern hemisphere, the pagan 

festival celebrated the “unconquered sun god,” that the sun would 

return to brighten the world in the coming weeks. For the Church, 

Jesus enlightens our way through the darkness of error and sin and 

celebrating his birth during the darkest days of the year recognizes 

that fact.  
 

All of which reminds us of how we are to celebrate Christmas. On 

this silent night, holy night our hearts must be quiet, recollected, and 

open to the possibility of existence whatever it may lead. Instead of 

our usual preoccupation with planning and controlling how things 

turn out, on Christmas night we are preparing ourselves to be 

surprised by the new thing God is doing. Who could have imagined 

that God would share in human life in all its messiness! Christmas 

invites us to trust in the divine wonder that will be our present as the 

night yields to a new day in God. 

In the Most Holy Trinity, 

 Fr. John Edmunds, S.T 

Please plan on 
attending our 
New Year's Eve 
Brunch from Polo 
Café which will be 
held on Sunday 
12/31/23 directly 
after Mass, 
downstairs in the 
church hall.  This 

brunch is being sponsored by Deacon Terry 
Collins, in remembrance of his mother who 
he honor's each year on the Solemnity of 
Mary.  



     

ST. JAMES  ∙  CHICAGO                                                           ***MORE ON BACK  

 

 

 
 

New years 
Day Mass will 

be held at 
9:30 am 

in the Chapel 
 

 

 

Sunday Collection  
December 3rd $3617.00 

  
 "The Lord loves a cheerful giver"  

 

 
 

Food Pantry and Church 
Offices will be closed 
from December 22 to 

January 2  



 

St. James has a google form for 
submitting prayer requests: 

 
https://forms.gle/ZgbVkgarRRgDmJR6A  

 
 

Our Home Bound: 

Judy Archer 

Margie Bass 

Paul  Freeman 

Juanita James 

Barbara Southhall 

Dina Williams 

Our Sick: 

Victoria Allen 

Yvonne Christmas 

Aayliah Cooper 

Joe Cunningham 

Patsy Cunningham 

Marvelean Doss 

Claude Fisher 

Paul Kanzer 

Linda Griffin Kennard 

Nancy McCarthy 

Dot Nachel  

Sandra Reynolds 

Donald Rogers  

Kimberly Starr   

www.ricobenespizza.com 
252 W. 26th STREET, CHICAGO 

312-225-5555

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

(773) 471-1444

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. James, Chicago, IL A 4C 01-0501

 
The State of 

Illinois Mandates 
Eye Exams for  

Students.
We’re happy to get your  

entire family seeing clearly!

Call today: 312.949.7488

• Free Parking • On-site Pharmacy

3241 S. Michigan Avenue • Chicago, IL 60616

Then check out 
 the I.B.E.W. Local 134 

Apprenticeship Program!

Do you want to earn while you learn?
Do you want to be a part of one of the fastest 
growing and technologically advanced trades?

Go to www.ejatt.com for more information!

Cambridge Manor
Senior Living

 
2631 S. Indiana Ave.
Close to Downtown  
& Public Transportation
62+ years to Apply
Accepting Applications Now!

(312) 326-5023
www.cambridgemanorapt.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Julie Blanford

jblanford@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2141

846-6567
Spencer Leak, Jr.

7838 S. Cottage Grove Ave. Chicago, IL

18400 S. Pulaski, Country Club Hills, IL

Leak & Sons 
Funeral Homes

Family Owned and Operated Since 1939 

DALCAMO
FUNERAL HOME
470 W. 26th St. • Chicago 

312-842-8681
Bernard M. Dalcamo  

Bernard M. Dalcamo, Jr.

C. M. 
FASAN FLORIST

35th & Ashland
Delivery Daily

Chicago & 135 Suburbs
Charge Cards Accepted

773-523-8564


